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By D. J. R. Bruckner 
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CHICAGO— "Like Caesar’s 



Police Image Still Tarnished 



wife, we should be above sus- 
picion,” says Chicago Police 
Supt. James B. Conlisk Jr. 

“A lot of bad publicity 
against the Department makes 
us realize that we must tread 
the straight and narrow. We 
are truly public servants, and 
we must be responsible not 
only in public, 'but In private. 
We must not only give the 
best of service, but, the ap- 
pearance of the best.” 

Conlisk’s remarks, charac- 
teristic of the frank way he 
discusses problems Inside and 
joutsida his 12,000-man police 
: force, came in a recent press 
i conference at which he was 
’ discussing the growing num- 
ber of Chicago policemen who 
are under investigation, sus- 
pension or even indictment. 

and the public's uneasiness 
4 about the quality of the police. 

Revelations of police wrong- 
doing began to increase last 
summer before former Supt. 
*0. W. Wilson, who had re- 
formed the Department after 
a major scandal in 1960, re- 
tired. Conlisk took over in Au- 
gust. 

But, since last November, 



Division is responsible for 
policing the police. 

The four were called to the 
tavern when a fight started 
between the owner and a pa- 



lowed to go free. When the of- 
fleer asked to see the money, 
Circella handed him a wad 
which turned out to be only 
S540, so Circella wrote him an 



tron. That altercation was set-|lOU for the other $660. 
tied, but the four policemen Not everyone is amused by 
then questioned patrons and! such antics, least of all the In- 
found one of them to be a mi-l spection3 Division men a> 
n0 r— which | could have cost signed to keeping an eye on 
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James B. Conlisk 
. . noble experiment 



roweej the 
patrons at 
turn, coop 
specthms 
the offend, 

► Last N< 

the charges have increased In raided a T 
number and in seriousness.lgust Cii 
£irly in February, two an 1 - weapons, f- 
formed policemen and two de*! 01 
tectives were transferred to j '/ a i^ ‘ 
desk work while investigators him $100f 



the tavern cwner his license. 

The own i r said one of the 
detectives offered to forget 
the charge for $450. He had 
only $280, However, so he ber- 
th er $170 from two 
he bar and they, In 
rated with the In- 
Hvlsion in naming 
ig four officers, 
ember, the police 
70p bar run by Au- 
:ella, confiscating 
larcoties and a lot 



of the Internal Inspections Di- 
vision and the Cook County 
State's Attorney began prob- 



sergeant directing 
lid Circella offered 
to forget the whole 
thing and] not take him in, but 
the offe J failed and Circella 
was haul id off to the vice 



squad headquarters. At the 



their fellow police. “You can- 
not have bribery without 
someone offering or giving the 
bribe,” says one detective. 
“We have to educate not only 
our own men, but the people 
about the dangers of this situ- 
ation.” 

In December Conlisk turned 
the entire top command of tha ^ 
Department upside down, 
shifting 13 top officers, com- 
bining old sections into new 1 
ones and creating a new inter- ^ 
nal control division, the pre> 
ent Inspections Division, which 1 
represents a merger of die qU 
internal inspections and intel* ^ 
ligence functions. 

At the head of this unit ho 
placed Dep. Supt. John Mulch- 
rone, who at 38 is the young- 
est officer ever to hold the 



ing charges that the four menjheadquafjars, a 
took a S430 bribe from a! who wad&ues tier. ing him said', 
northstde tavern owner. The j Circella '-llfered $1200 to be al-‘ 



o. 3 spot in the department 
lieutenant; Mulchrone ., ^ haj moro 



than 450 men, about 270 c 
whom were assigned to inter 
nal departmental discipiin 
when the n * J unit wa 
formed in December. 

The biggest recent breaks ii 
the Department's effort t. 
clean itself out have com* 
lince Mulchrone took coir 
mand of the Division, Conlis! 
has commented, “I think ou 
work is coming along al 
right.” 

Some cases have an amusln; 
side, such as a pair of dismiss- 
als announced bv Wilsoi 
shortly before he retired. Tht 
dismissed officers, Wilson sale 
at the time, had taken a Sid 
bribe from a man, agreeim 
not to arrest him for carrylm 
a concealed weapon! £ut thej 
5,50 confiscated the weapot 
ani .old it lack to him lot 

o-»U. 

I ^ 

.-lUlchrone s men have 
produced a case of severe jit 
ters among policemen with' 

several new Shorth >> 

Christmas, the Inspec- 
tions Division made public tht 



uames of six unuormea ponce-*, 
rnen who were members of the 
Ku Klux Klan, including one 
officer who was the State's 
grand dragon and who had ^ 
been recruiting others in the‘ 
Department. 

To the outside world this* 
k case appeared scandalous, but! 

: inside the Department the 
! point was made that, except 
! for passing out membership ' 

I applications, none of the Klan 
members had conducted his, 
Klan activities inside the De-i 
partment. It was all done atr 
home or outside regular police- 
hours. It is fairly common now! 
for policemen on the beats to 
• tell you they think they are 
watched closely outside their 
precinct stations, and even 
when they are out of uniform, j 
More worrisome to profes*' 

' sional criminals is the contin-L 
uing investigation of a “bol-; 
t ita" (numbers) ring broken by 
I the Inspections Division Jan. 

, 15. The ring, which had netted 
I about $1 million a year, was 
j the tov of Mafia bigwig Fior- 
j vante (Fifi) Bucrieri. When 
, the police raided the ring, 

: they found all its records, in - 1 
-| eluding a directory of police* 
men who have been paid off, 
identified by nickname or full 
1 name and sometimes by *uto 
1 license numbers. This invest!- 
1 gation, the police say, is con- 
I tinuing and will result in fur* 

! ther indictments. 

Mulchrone, the guardian of 
the guardians, says “most of 
the officers in this Depart- 
ment do not resent us (the In- 
spections Division). The vast!, 
majority of these guys are); 
honest and decent, and some ! 
of them are noble. But you do i 
not make a man honest just [ 
by swearing him in or putting 
him in a uniform. The police- 
men understand the need for 
watchfulness and they help us- 
out.” ' 



